
YSGA Board of 
Directors Meeting

May 18, 2026



Agenda

1. Call to Order and Determination of Quorum

2. Adding Items to the Posted Agenda

3. Public Forum

4. Consideration: Consent Items

5. Public Hearing: Yolo Subbasin Fee Study Adoption

6. Consideration: Fiscal Year 26/27 Budget and Workplan

7. Closed Session: Existing Litigation

8. Consideration: RD 108 Management of Fair Ranch

9. Report of the Chair and Executive Officer

10.SGMA Implementation Grant Project Updates

11.Members’ Reports and Future Agenda Items

12.Next Meeting – Special meeting in June, date TBD

13.Adjournment
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Consideration: Consent Items
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a) Approve March 23 Regular, March 10 and April 21 Special Board of Directors Meetings’ Minutes

b) Approve Payment of Bills in Approved Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Budget

c) Receive Financial Statements

d) Receive Minutes of Executive Committee Meetings: February 23 and April 9  

e) Approve Appointment of Josh Yarborough to the Hungry Hollow Groundwater Working Group 
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Approve 
Payment of 

Bills in Fiscal 
Year 2025-

2026 Budget

Payee Invoice # Purpose Amount Notes

CDFW

EPIMS-

YOL-

61499-R2

China Slough 

Routine 

Maintenance 

Agreement

$6,285.00 SGMA Grant Reimbursable

YCFC&WCD 2026.0416

Jan 1 – Mar 31 

Administrative & 

Technical Services

$51,497.56

$59,469.79

$231,307.58

$2,439.61

$2,694.62

Admin

Comp. 1 & 2 SGMA Grant

Comp. 3 SGMA Grant (pass-thru)

Comp. 5 SGMA Grant

WaterSMART Grant
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SGMA Fee Public Hearing
YSGA Board of Directors Regular Meeting

1

May 18, 2026



Fee Study Activity since March Board Meeting

Per Water Code requirements:

• Report made Final and posted 
on YSGA website April 27

• Public Hearing Notice 
published
• Davis Enterprise May 3 & 10
• Daily Democrat May 5 & 12
• In English & Spanish
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Changes to the Fee Report (Draft to Final)
• Grammar, clarifications, etc.

• Updated the Cropped Acre definition:
Land that produces food, feed or fiber, and crops grown for recreational or ornamental purposes. The 
data source may change in future years; in this fee study and for the anticipated future, YSGA identifies 
Cropped Acres using LandIQ’s land use mapping service for crops mapped in the prior growing period, 
which meets DWR’s accuracy requirements and is subsequently published by DWR upon their review. 
All DWR crop mapping codes, as shown in Appendix A, Table A-1, will be charged the fee.
Footnote: Golf course grass is an example of a recreational crop. Examples of ornamental crops include Christmas trees and flowers.

• Added a Grazing Land definition (and removed the word ‘rangeland’ where it appeared):
Non-irrigated land used for grazing livestock.

• Added appendices
• B (Public Outreach Materials) and C (YSGA Staff Developed 5-Year Budget)

• Errata memorandum – updated Table 18 of the Final Report for hand billing fee collection 
(no change to total estimated fee amounts)
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Public Feedback

Mostly questions from Agricultural property owners about how to determine their fees
• YSGA staff developed a Fee Parcel Map accessible on their website that shows Districted and 

Undistricted parcels and Cropped Acres
• The map also shows Federal (fee exempt) properties and parcels served by community water systems

Dryland farming questions
• The final fee report has added a Fee Corrections section to the Executive Summary
 “A fee corrections process will be developed by YSGA to address Tier 2 fee charges 
calculated on erroneous information. For example, the agricultural fee is not intended to be 
charged to dry farmed crops; however, the current data source that is used to identify Cropped 
Acres does not discern between irrigated and dry farmed cropping. The fee will be charged 
assuming the Cropped Acres are irrigated or have been irrigated in the past. The onus will be on 
the property owner to demonstrate dry farming to YSGA by way of the corrections process”.
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YSGA Functions = Two-Tier Fee Structure
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TIER 1
Governance & Administration

Maintains a functioning GSA 
required by SGMA to benefit all 

Subbasin landowners

Paid by all parcels unless exempt

TIER 2
Foundational Actions

Ensures long-term groundwater 
availability & avoidance of SGMA 

undesirable results to benefit 
Subbasin water users 

Paid by agricultural and domestic 
water users



FY27 Fee Level $1.6 Million
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• Tier 1 Administrative costs 
based on YSGA actual 
historical costs

• Tier 2 GSP Activities costs 
developed by staff in YSGA 
Workplan. The costs are 
annualized over the next 5 
years.

Total Fee Revenue FY27 $1,600,000

Tier 1 (All Parcels) $441,000

Tier 2 $1,159,000

-- Agricultural Users 95% $1,101,050

-- Domestic Users 5% $57,950



Proposed Fee Structure
TIER 1 Fees pay for Tier 1 Costs
Paid by All Parcels unless Exempt *
• Billing Fee per Parcel + Acreage Fee of entire parcel

TIER 2 Fees pay for Tier 2 Costs
Paid by Water Users
• Agricultural Fee per Agricultural Acre
➢ Districted ** lower fee than Undistricted parcels

• Domestic Fee
➢ Charged to regulated and unregulated water systems or water system users
➢ Fee is per Developed Parcel, per Connection, or per Person Served depending on the type 

of water system

13

* Only federally owned parcels are exempt

** Parcels within the service territory of a 
YSGA member irrigation or reclamation 

district, or an affiliate mutual water 
company or mutual ditch association



Tier 1 Fee

14

Revenue 
Collected FY27 TIER 1 Fee

Billing Fee $87,750 $1.50 per Parcel

Plus 
Acreage Fee

$353,250 $0.76 per Acre of 
entire Parcel in 
YSGA Boundary

Total Fee 
Revenue

$441,000



Tier 2 Fee: Agriculture
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Revenue 
Collected

FY27 TIER 2 
Fee

Districted Fee $644,000 $2.78 per 
Agricultural 
Acre

Undistricted Fee $457,050 $7.94 per 
Agricultural 
Acre

Total Fee Revenue $1,101,050

Agricultural Acres:
➢ Cropped Acre: An acre identified using Land 

IQ’s most recent crop mapping data, including 
all crop codes (row crop, pasture, grain and hay, 
rice, idle for example).

➢ Managed Wetland Acre: An acre identified as 
Managed Wetland by YSGA periodic studies.  



Tier 2 Fee: Domestic
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Water 
System User

Revenue 
Collected FY27 TIER 2 Fee

Unregulated $6,600 $1.36 per 
Developed Parcel

State Small 
Water

<$50 $0.40 per 
Connection

Community $48,750 $0.80 per 
Connection

Non-
Community

$2,550 $0.32 per Person 
Served

Total Fee 
Revenue

$57,950 $0.80 per DWE

Charges all domestic water users, including “de 
minimis” because YSGA regulates all water users 
in the subbasin as required for a high priority 
subbasin. 



Fee Collection
• Parcels & water systems owned by Taxable persons or entities billed with 

property taxes

• Parcels & water systems owned by Non-Taxable entities and parcels receiving 
service from Community Water Systems invoiced by YSGA
• Non-Taxable entities examples: Clarksburg High School, Capay Cemetery District, Yuba 

Community College, UC Davis, California Department of Fish & Wildlife
• Community Water Systems examples: City of West Sacramento, Wild Wings Golf Course CSA, 

UC Davis, Madison CSD

• Parcels owned by Yocha Dehe invoiced by YSGA
• The tribe will pay the fee for parcels owned by the tribe
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YSGA Action Items Timeline
• Board adoption of fee resolution May 18

• All required documentation to Yolo & Solano counties by June 23

• Completion of tax roll data & submission to counties by August 1

• YSGA invoices preparation & distribution August-October

• Board adopts a reserve policy that aids in setting the fees each fiscal year

18



Agenda

1. Call to Order and Determination of Quorum

2. Adding Items to the Posted Agenda

3. Public Forum

4. Consideration: Consent Items

5. Public Hearing: Yolo Subbasin Fee Study Adoption

6. Consideration: Fiscal Year 26/27 Budget and Workplan

7. Closed Session: Existing Litigation

8. Consideration: RD 108 Management of Fair Ranch

9. Report of the Chair and Executive Officer

10.SGMA Implementation Grant Project Updates

11.Members’ Reports and Future Agenda Items

12.Next Meeting – Special meeting in June, date TBD

13.Adjournment
24



25





27

FY 2026 -2027 DRAFT 
Proposed Budget
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FY 2026 -2027 DRAFT 
Proposed Budget
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We are currently in closed session. We will 
unmute once the closed session item has 

concluded.
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Update on Yolo County’s Urgency Well Ordinance

• 8/26: adopted Urgency Ordinance No. 1576 imposing a temporary 45-day 
moratorium on the approval or issuance of new wells in the YSGA’s Focus Areas

• 10/7: adopted Ordinance No. 1577 extending the temporary moratorium for up to an 
additional 10 months and 15 days (thru 8/25/26) in the YSGA’s Focus Areas

• 11/4: adopted amendments add an exemption for replacement wells in the Focus 
Areas

• County’s Well Moratorium Working Group meeting (next meeting scheduled for 6/4)
• 12/4: YSGA Overview
• 1/8: Flowmeters and Hydrogeology Report recommended consultants
• 2/5: General Plan process and land use authority
• 3/12: Water Rights primer
• 4/2: Update on Plainfield Ridge and Golden Bear conditions & discussion about survey for 

assisting with beginning to develop Board recommendations
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Pending Well 
Permits

•17 permits in the queue

✓ 10 within the Focus Areas

• 3 completed Tier 1 review and 

now require a Tier 2 analysis

• 7 pending completed Tier 1 Form

✓ 7 outside of Focus Areas

• All pending information from 

applicant
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Approved Well 
Permits

Since March 18, 2024 Procedures, 

YSGA has verified:

• 23 permits outside of Focus Areas

✓ 17 new wells

✓ 6 replacements

• Within Focus Areas:

✓ 6 permits verified as replacements

✓ 4 permits verified after Tier 1

✓ 6 permits verified after Tier 2
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COMPONENT 2: 
GSP Implementation



COMPONENT 3: 
YCFC&WCD Winter Recharge Program
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2026 Winter Recharge Program

EXPECTATION
• Sign up over 1,000 acres (no rice)
• Recharge > 3,000 AFY with water applied to 

lands in addition to recharge in canals
• Max out permit recharge volume (14,999 AF) 

with recharge in canals and on lands

REALITY
• Signed up 4,000+ acres (rice fields!)
• Recharged ~4,500 AF (January & March)

• Recharged ~ 1,500 AF on farm fields
• Recharged ~300 AF in streams
• Recharged ~2,700 AF in canals













Long-term Water Right Application
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• Submitted standard permit 
application on April 27!

• Currently under review by SWRCB



COMPONENT 4: 
City of Winters Feasibility Studies

Will have thorough update in July



COMPONENT 5: 
Yolo-Zamora Water Availability & 

Slough Rehabilitation



YOLO-ZAMORA 
GROUNDWATER RECHARGE PROJECT 

(COMPONENT 5)

May 18, 2026

Project Alternatives, Cost Development, and Next Steps



Key Context

Problem: Maximum annual 
groundwater deficit of 14,260 AF; 
observed subsidence. 

Opportunity: YSGA’s SGMA grant, 
Component 5 funds pilot projects, 
environmental permitting, project 
design, and feasibility study for 
groundwater recharge opportunities. 



Concepts Evaluated 
1. Acacia Canal to Smith Slough/Swale

2. Check structure in China Slough to 
connect Ochoa property (in-district)

3. Check structures throughout China 
Slough (out-of-district)

4. Regulating reservoir adjacent to China 
Slough

5. Gravity-fed pipeline parallel to China 
Slough

6. Rd 108 water via Roosevelt Ranch pump 
station + regulating reservoir

7. Rd 108 water via Roosevelt Ranch pump 
station + pipeline network

8. Rd 108 water via Roosevelt Ranch pump 
station + gravity pipeline network

9. RD 108 water via China Slough (reverse 
gradient)

10. RD 108 water via pipeline parallel to 

China Slough

11. RD 108 water via new pump station and 
pipelines 

12. Acacia Canal to Smith Slough, expanded 

13. Dedicated Recharge Basin off China 
Slough

14. China Slough, trickle flow only 

15. Ag-MAR off China Slough 

16. Rehabilitate China Slough 

17. Extend DWD existing lateral

18. New TCC Lateral to extend DWD 
service

19. Bird Creek Pump Station

20. DWD to CBDC pump station 



Cache Creek Options
via China Slough

• Check structures + pump outlets (Concepts 3 & 15) — 
Tiered approach: Tier 1 automated; Tier 2 manual; Tier 3 
temporary bladder dams.

• Pipeline laterals (Concept 5) — Options A (gravity), B 
and C (pumped) to serve ~700 acres (10 CFS design).

• Recharge basin (Concept 13) — 30-acre basin with 20 
CFS pumps for winter direct recharge.

• Restore China Slough capacity (Concept 16) — 
vegetation/sediment removal to target ≥40 CFS.



Sacramento River Options
via Dunnigan Water District 

• Extend Lateral 10.5 (Concept 17) — 
Alignments A/B; 8 CFS design; booster pumps 
required.

• Dedicated TCC connection (Concept 18) —     
12 CFS design; avoids DWD capacity limits but 
has interstate crossing challenges.

• Bird Creek & CBDC pump stations (Concepts 
19 & 20) — siphon/TCC terminus capture and 
pump to lands outside DWD boundary.



Recharge Potential & Design Capacities 



Cost Summary ($/AF)

Key takeaways: 

China Slough concepts 
generally show lower $/AF 
versus DWD concepts.



Hypothetical Scenario

Project Total Recharge Volume (AF)

Klein Farms CR 17 Check 3,540

CR 96 Check 1,100

CR 96 Pipeline 3,600

Recharge Basin 6,000

TOTAL 14,240



Next Steps

1. Continue gathering feedback from stakeholders 

2. Determine projects with support 

3. Finalize Feasibility Study 

4. Additional engineering for projects with support

5. Position for Prop 4 (and other) funding 



Other Grant Updates
 
• Pilot projects recharging a total of 210 AF (+ 410 AF from rice field monitoring) 

• Permit for China Slough Rehabilitation received. Planning for Fall maintenance activities 
with landowners. 



COMPONENT 6: 
Dunnigan Recharge Program
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Thank
you!

530-662-3211

info@yolosga.org

www.yologroundwater.org
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