
YSGA Board of 
Directors Meeting

March 23, 2026



Agenda

1. Call to Order and Determination of Quorum

2. Adding Items to the Posted Agenda

3. Public Forum

4. Consideration: Consent Items

5. Closed Session: Existing Litigation

6. Report of the Chair and Executive Officer

7. Presentation: Yolo Subbasin Draft Fee Study Report

8. SGMA Implementation Grant Project Updates

9. Membersœ Reports and Future Agenda Items

10.Next Meeting Ŝ May 18

11.Adjournment
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Consideration: Consent Items

4

a) Approve January 12 Regular and February  9 Special Board of Directors Meetings Minutes

b) Approve Fiscal Year 2025/2026 Budget Amendment

b) Approve Payment of Bills in Approved Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Budget

c) Receive Financial Statements

d) Receive Minutes of Executive Committee Meetings   

e) Approve  Consero Solutions Contract Amendment



5



6

Approve 
Payment of 

Bills in Fiscal 
Year 2025-

2026 Budget

Payee Invoice # Purpose Amount Grant 

Reimbursable

Consero 2217 Feb. Outreach Services $6,285.00 SGMA

Downey 

Brand

624786, 

625257

Jan.-Feb. Legal Services $8,668.00

HEC 125 Feb. Professional Services $13,736.58 SGMA

LandIQ 7742 WY 2025 Land Use Data $8,384.00 USBR

Leafbird SGMA-24 Feb. Model Improvements $7,268.00 SGMA

Leafbird USBR-14 Feb. Model Improvements $4,025.00 USBR

LSCE 44090, 

44256, 

44414

Dec.-Feb. Professional Services $12,116.00 SGMA

SEI 9992 Feb. Model Improvements $1,253.00 SGMA

SEI 9996 Feb. Model Improvements $7,184.05 USBR

Barrios 

Farms

1749 Groundwater Recharge Pilot 

(Grant Pass-Thru Reimbursement)

$11,504.40 SGMA
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Reminder: Form 700s due to FPPC by 
April 1, 2026
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Update on Yolo Countyȥs Urgency Well Ordinance

Å8/26: adopted Urgency Ordinance No. 1576 imposing a temporary 45-day 
moratorium on the approval or issuance of new wells in the YSGAœs Focus Areas

Å10/7: adopted Ordinance No. 1577 extending the temporary moratorium for up to an 
additional 10 months and 15 days (thru 8/25/26) in the YSGAœs Focus Areas

Å11/4: adopted amendments add an exemption for replacement wells in the Focus 
Areas

ÅCountyœs Well Moratorium Working Group meeting (next meeting scheduled for 4/2)
Å12/4: YSGA Overview
Å1/8: Flowmeters and Hydrogeology Report recommended consultants
Å2/5: General Plan process and land use authority
Å3/12: Water Rights primer
Å4/2: TBD

12



Pending Well 
Permits

Å17 permits in the queue

V 10 within the Focus Areas

Å 3 completed Tier 1 review and 

now require a Tier 2 analysis

Å 7 pending completed Tier 1 Form

V 7 outside of Focus Areas

Å All pending information from 

applicant
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Approved Well 
Permits

Since March 18, 2024 Procedures, 

YSGA has verified:

Å22 permits outside of Focus Areas

V 16 new wells

V 6 replacements

Å Within Focus Areas:

V 6 permits verified as replacements

V 4 permits verified after Tier 1

V 6 permits verified after Tier 2
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Draft WY 2025 Annual Report Figures
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General Updates

ÅGSP Updates: Planning to Send Periodic Evaluation to Technical Advisory Committee 4/3

ÅFee Study Outreach

ÅFebruary 19: Yolo County Cattlemanœs Association

ÅMarch 10: Yolo County Farm Bureau Board Meeting

ÅMarch 11: Clarksburg at 1883 Clarksburg Schoolhouse

ÅMarch 12: Winters at Fairfield by Marriott Inn & Suites

ÅMarch 16: Woodland at Woodland Community and Senior Center

ÅMarch 17: Dunnigan at Dunnigan Fire Protection District

ÅMarch 18: Esparto at Capay Valley Health and Community Center

ÅMarch 19: Zoom Virtual Workshop

ÅMarch 19: Yolo County Resource Conservation District Board Meeting (brief update)

ÅSouth Colusa North Yolo (SCNY) Update
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Sites Reservoir ȡ Draft Water Rights Decision

25

The conditions proposed in the draft include the following:

Å Annual diversions limited to 986,000 acre-feet.

Å Requirements to align the proposed water right with the 

planning processes underway for the Bay-Delta watershed.

Å Operating criteria at the diversion facilities to protect fisheries.

State Water Board 60-day public comment period closes: May 22
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YSGA Fee Draft Report
YSGA Board of Directors

1

March 23, 2026



Fee Study Agenda Item

ÅReview the Draft Fee Report
ÅData and Fee Levels presented remain DRAFT until the Final Report

ÅPresent public feedback from the March workshops

ÅExplain implementation steps 
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YSGA Functions = Two-Tier Fee Structure
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TIER 1
Governance & Administration

Maintains a functioning GSA 
required by SGMA to benefit all 

Subbasin landowners

Paid by all parcels unless exempt

TIER 2
Foundational Actions

Ensures long-term groundwater 
availability & avoidance of SGMA 

undesirable results to benefit 
Subbasin water users 

Paid by agricultural and domestic 
water users



FY27 Fee Level $1.6 Million

TIER 1
$441,000

All Parcels

TIER 2
$1,159,000

Agriculture (95%)
$1,101,050

Domestic (5%)
$57,950
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Cost allocation to 
Agriculture & 
Domestic based on 
historical Subbasin 
groundwater use 
estimates



Proposed Fee Structure
TIER 1 Fees pay for Tier 1 Costs
Paid by All Parcels unless Exempt *
ÅBilling Fee per Parcel + Acreage Fee of entire parcel

TIER 2 Fees pay for Tier 2 Costs
Paid by Water Users
ÅAgricultural Fee per Agricultural Acre
ü Districted ** lower fee than Undistricted parcels

ÅDomestic Fee
ü Charged to regulated and unregulated water systems or water system users
ü Fee is per Developed Parcel, per Connection, or per Person Served depending on the type 

of water system
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* Only federally owned parcels are exempt

** Parcels within the service territory of a 
YSGA member irrigation or reclamation 

district, or an affiliate mutual water 
company or mutual ditch association



Districted Parcels Lower Fee
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Districted Parcels will pay 35% of 
ÖŰĬŔƚƣƖŔĦƣĲĬНÂċƖĦĲũƚќНÑŔĲƖНΞН ŊƖŔĦƨũƣƨƖċũН
Fee because water resources in 
Districted Areas are being managed by a 
YSGA member or affiliate.

Districted areas are in the boundaries of:
Rumsey Water Users Association, UC Davis, City of West 
Sacramento (RD900), Dunnigan Water District, Yolo County 
Flood Control & Water Conservation District, Colusa Drain 
Mutual Water Company, RD 108, RD 150, RD 307, RD 537, 
RD 730, RD 765, RD 787, RD 999, RD 1600, and RD 2035

Agricultural acres within YBWA Parcels do not pay Tier 2 
because these parcels are managed to mimic natural 
flooding and drainage that once occurred in the Yolo 
Basin.

35%

100%

65%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Districted Undistricted

Water Resources Managed

Ground Surface

Note: Surface water use occurs in portions of Undistricted areas. The total 
amount is insignificant and is therefore not shown in the illustration. 



Tier 1 Fee
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Revenue 
Collected FY27 TIER 1 Fee

Billing Fee $87,750 $1.50 per Parcel

Plus 
Acreage Fee

$353,250 $0.76 per Acre of 
entire Parcel in 
YSGA Boundary

Total Fee 
Revenue

$441,000

DRAFT



Tier 2 Fee: Agriculture
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Revenue 
Collected

FY27 TIER 2 
Fee

Districted Fee $644,000 $2.78 per 
Agricultural 
Acre

Undistricted Fee $457,050 $7.94 per 
Agricultural 
Acre

Total Fee Revenue$1,101,050

DRAFT

Agricultural Acres:
üCropped Acre: An acre identified using Land 
fÄќƚНůŸƚƣНƖĲĦĲŰƣНĦƖŸƓНůċƓƓŔŰŊНĬċƣċЯНŔŰĦũƨĬŔŰŊН
all crop codes (row crop, pasture, grain and hay, 
rice, idle for example).

üManaged Wetland Acre: An acre identified as 
Managed Wetland by YSGA periodic studies.  



Tier 2 Fee: Domestic
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Water 
System User

Revenue 
Collected FY27 TIER 2 Fee

Unregulated $6,600 $1.36 per 
Developed Parcel

State Small 
Water

<$50 $0.40 per 
Connection

Community $48,750 $0.80 per 
Connection

Non-
Community

$2,550 $0.32 per Person 
Served

Total Fee 
Revenue

$57,950 $0.80 per DWE

DRAFT

9őċƖŊĲƚНċũũНĬŸůĲƚƣŔĦНƽċƣĲƖНƨƚĲƖƚЯНŔŰĦũƨĬŔŰŊНљĬĲН
ůŔŰŔůŔƚњНĤĲĦċƨƚĲНòÉ] НƖĲŊƨũċƣĲƚНċũũНƽċƣĲƖНƨƚĲƖƚН
in the subbasin as required for a high priority 
subbasin. 



Fee Collection
ÅParcels & water systems owned by Taxable persons or entities billed with 

property taxes

ÅParcels & water systems owned by Non-Taxable entities and parcels receiving 
service from Community Water Systems invoiced by YSGA
ÅNon-Taxable entities examples: Clarksburg High School, Capay Cemetery District, Yuba 

Community College, UC Davis, California Department of Fish & Wildlife
ÅCommunity Water Systems examples: City of West Sacramento, Wild Wings Golf Course CSA, 

UC Davis, Madison CSD

ÅParcels owned by Yocha Dehe invoiced by YSGA
ÅThe tribe will pay the fee for parcels owned by the tribe
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Review of March Public Meetings
Clarksburg, Winters, Woodland, Dunnigan, Esparto & Online
        11th             12th            16th                 17th            18th           19th
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Attendance

Location People
Clarksburg 31       
Winters 29
Woodland 59
Dunnigan 16
Esparto 61
Virtual 36
Total 232
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Outreach meetings were well attended
ÅMajority had Agricultural interest
ÅNext largest group was Residential with a private well
ÅMany were Agricultural with a residential well



General Feedback
YSGA-Related
ÅWant to better understand land subsidence & 

recharge opportunities & domestic well 
mitigation
ÅWant better demonstration of the need for all 

the Tier 2 activities (and costs)
ÅWould like increased financial transparency on 

website
ÅCould there be credits/incentives when 

landowners participate in projects on their land 
that increase groundwater storage?
ÅWhen / will YSGA require meters on Ag. wells?
ÅWant information about how landowners can 

be more involved with Tier 2 activities

Fee-Related
ÅFarming becoming unaffordable with stacking 

of fees by agencies
ÅWhy should surface water users pay the fee?
ÅìőǃНŔƚŰќƣНƣőĲНŉĲĲНĬŔŉŉĲƖĲŰƣНĤǃНĦƖŸƓНƣǃƓĲе
ÅExtraction data would be ideal for Tier 2 Ag. fee
ÅWould prefer identification of dry farmed fields 

prior to the fee being charged
ÅFee should not increase without justification
ÅAgricultural Tier 2 Undistricted parcel fee 

seems high
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Location-Specific Comments
CLARKSBURG
ÅAg should not be charged Tier 2 fee because use 

surface water
ÅNeed YSGA representation for Drinking Water (no 

community systems in the area)
ÅIf no benefit from Tier 2 activity should not be 

charged for it
ÅCan the fee be delayed to figure out above?
ÅConcern regarding dewatering for new 

development impacting groundwater supplies to 
existing wells

WINTERS
ÅRangeland acreage cap for Tier 1
ÅNeed program to assist Golden Bear at-risk 

domestic wells

WOODLAND
Å ŊЮНƣĲŰċŰƣƚНƖĲĦĲŔƻĲНĤĲŰĲŉŔƣбНƽőǃНĬŸŰќƣНƣőĲǃНƓċǃе
ÅCould there be a lower fee for parcels using 

riparian surface water rights?

ESPARTO
ÅWill abandoned orchards be treated as dry farmed?
ÅThe fee necessitates oversight on costs, 

transparency & accountability

DUNNIGAN
ÅOutreach/communication about the fee needs to 

use many media avenues (newspaper, direct 
mailing, Facebook & other)
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Implementation Steps
Public Hearing May 18, 2026
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Public Notification for the Hearing
Requirement
ÅPost the fee report to the YSGA website or otherwise make the fee report publicly 

accessible (provide copies at libraries, at YSGA office and so forth) no later than 
April 28, 2026
ÅPublish notice of the public hearing in a newspaper of general circulation in the 

Subbasin 1x / week for 2 successive weeks before the hearing

Options for Additional Efforts
ÅAdvertise in more than one publication
ÅDistribute news releases
ÅPromote on available neighborhood social media platforms (Patch, Nextdoor, etc.)
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YSGA Action Items
ÅBoard adoption of fee resolution May 18

ÅAll required documentation to Yolo & Solano counties by June 23

ÅCompletion of tax roll data & submission to counties by August 1

ÅYSGA invoices preparation & distribution August-October

ÅBoard adoption of fee-related items by end of September:
ÅCorrections procedure 
ÅReserve policy 
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COMPONENT 2: 
GSP Implementation



Hungry Hollow Groundwater Working Group

52

Milestones Achieved

 Working Group and YSGA Board Adopt Charter

 Working Group Approve Engagement Strategy

 Working Group Approve Implementation Options

 Working Group Approve Prioritization Criteria

 YSGA Board Appoint Voting Members to Working Group 

 Working Group Select Up to 5 Projects (out of 16) to Improve Sustainability

 YSGA Board approval on selected PMAs



Hungry Hollow Groundwater Working 
Group

53

No. Project Name

Implementing 

Parties

Total 

Score Ranking 

5
Hungry Hollow Winter Water On -farm 

Recharge
Landowners, District 28 1

3 Oat Creek Trickle Flow Recharge Landowners, District 27 2

7 Increase Conjunctive Use Landowners, District 26 3

8
Voluntary Land Conversion and Water 

Management Practices
Landowners, District 26 4

2
No Name Slough Stormwater Capture 

and Recharge
Landowners, District 25 5

In
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g

re
s
s

P
la

n
n

in
g

Note: Voluntary & YSGA Data Collection and Outreach & Engagement is included in each program. 

Data & communication are key!



Hungry Hollow Groundwater Working Group

54

Milestones to be completed

 Prepare Draft Hungry Hollow White Paper (May)

 Working Group and YSGA Board Adopt Hungry Hollow White Paper (July)

 Identify potential grant funding sources to advance PMAs (TBD)



New t-TEM Results from West Side



New t-TEM Results from West Side



COMPONENT 3: 
YCFC&WCD Winter Recharge Program



Long-term Permit

58

Status

ÅDraft Long-term permit under 
review by both Board and CDFW

ÅFinal Submission by April 30



2026 Winter Recharge Program

Goal

Å Sign up over 1,000 acres

Å Recharge > 3,000 AFY with water applied 

to lands in addition to recharge in canals

Å Max out permit recharge volume (14,999 

AF) with recharge in canals and on lands

Current Progress

Å Signed up 4,000+ acres

Å Recharged ~3,600 AF (1/9 Ŝ 1/21)

Å Unlikely to max out permit recharge 

volume

        Achieving 2 out of 3 goals, not bad!



Recharge Potential
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https://tinyurl.com/yke3e4fk

YSGA Recharge Activities
DWD
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-0.2

0

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.8

1

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

400

450

G
ro

u
n

d
w

a
te

r 
L

e
v
e

l 
C

h
a

n
g

e
 (

F
t)

V
o

lu
m

e
 D

iv
e

rt
e

d
 (

A
F

)

District Recharge Impact to Groundwater Levels (Draft)

Recharge Recession

https://tinyurl.com/yke3e4fk


COMPONENT 4: 
City of Winters Feasibility Studies



COMPONENT 5: 
Yolo-Zamora Water Availability & 

Slough Rehabilitation



Yolo-Zamora 
Pilot Recharge 
Project

ÅLSA draft reviewed. Anticipate 
final and executed LSA before 
end of April!

ÅWill plan to start slough 
rehabilitation work in October Ŝ 
November 2026



COMPONENT 6: 
Dunnigan Recharge Program
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Thank
you!

530-662-3211

info@yolosga.org

www.yologroundwater.org
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